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in expedition that proved dioactrou3 to the Confeder- 
n.’. J 'e - ire Tor none Who were not, via a that connected 
. t . the ccc-ipatior of "overly, Ve., now West Yircinia, fiurinr 
:hc ar 'between the States. 


At the tine of the Iraboden raid through 'To stem V ire ini a 

( -il, ir63), Cen. William L. Jackson, who accompanied Ii loSen, 

c r ' Hy remarked while in Beverly that he was coniny bach there 

the 4th of July. Of course, no one tool: the remarl: se- 

1". .Ithou; h it was commonly repeated afterwards, as well to 

• doral co: - ander as others, it passed \mheeded. Sure enoupn, 

cn third day of July, a Confederate force \metrpectedly appeared 

sc ith of ar.d in the vicinity of Beverly, under the command of Gen. 

0 

dilliaa’L. Jackson, who dispatched a detachment under I’.aj. J. D. 

L: 'y - trr? rc-r •! leading* northward, west of the river to its In¬ 
tersection with the read leadinr to Buclchannon, in order to cut 

c f retrort in that direction. He having; previously dispatched 

orether etachnerrt under the command of Col. A. C. Dunn, by a 

cc r.try road, eastward of the main road, with orders to occupy the 

re- ! lecdinr to Philippi, northward of leverly, thus cuttinr off 

retreat in th? t ction. He planted his artillery’ cn the slope 

11, aboi:t one and one-h^if miles southwest of Severjy* 

opened fire on the Pcderalc, v/ho were hurriedly fathered within 

ir fortificat on. The ionfe ate puns were of small c liber, 

P * T1 '> I * f •’ • ue to inferior arauuiiticn, most of the shells fell 
r '"i, I’nd iny in o-erl.r. « jE 









Col. Thomas 13. Harris, of the 10th Yircinia (federal) 

:e; ’-'ient, and v.’ho at a later period attained unenviable notoriety, 
as a Member or the military court that tried and convicted lira. 

Surratt and sent her to the scaffold, was in ccmr^and of the fecL- 
errIs. Guards were stationed cn all the roads leading from Beverly; 
md no one--man, woman, or child--was permitted to pass these 
guards; hence all civilians were confined tc the limits cf the 
town and were thereby subjected to the fire cf the Confederate 
artillery. Although this firiny continued :cr a considerable part 
of two days, no citizens were injured, end but few houses were strucb 


by shells. 


It has always been the understanding, which is probably cor¬ 
rect, that the detachment Jackson sent to approach Beverly iron 
the north and open the attack, had in the course of their march 
found a supply of apple brandy; and the detachment be erne so inter.- 
icated, that they lost siyht of and interest in the iandertakixi£. 
Jackson waited impatiently throughout the first day for the offi¬ 
cer in command of this detachment to make the attack, as pre¬ 
arrange dj the second day he was still erpectiny it every moment, but 
received no intelligence. Alone toward noon there a^reared, ad¬ 


vancing up the valley, west of the river, an army of mounted men, 
deployed to sweep everything before them. It was AveriH’s full 
ade of federal err-: bay. It was a formidable force. There 
i.u-s one thine left for Jackson to do-- et out as raniily as 


. CoSi.:le or oe overwhelmed. This he proceeded to do, and accom- 
. -r.aed with such s.rill that he escaped with but slihht loss. 

•on. xillian _. Jackson, while on the bench prior to the 
. . * nac " 1 a term cf court in Beverly, knew many of the 







“ county ln the vlcinl ty. 

te.c4i.tol., following the fight, and while Averlll „, c stm in 

PU rs,ut of Jackson, Colonel Karris dispatched guards through the 
tntry north o. reverl,y, who arrested quite a large master of 
cltitens, all of whom were peaceable, law-abiding fen-good citloens 

'■ ' ''° r ° ' nar0ha ® into - evorl y and formed in line near the old 

-. 0 . -olonel Karris then walked along the front of the line 
and put this question to each one separately: "Are you a Union 
nan?” Uhen the answer was directly in the amative, the nan was 

■ the answer was, "lly sentiments tire with the South," 
ts eq.uvelant, Harris ordered Bse person giving such answer to 
trte two steps forward. Several of those in line, in renly to the 
question, stated that they were "Constitutional Union men" , of 

_ ' ’ latter ’' ere Lemiox Camaen > a brother of Judge G. D. canden 
and Charles V. Russell, the latter, a late loading merchant and 

0m tto0nfbOTt **• ■* "ho was a Union nan. This 

in the 0Pinl “ ° f 1:arriS ’ did n0t »“«*»*» 
-ricient loyalty, for in each instar.oe where this answer was 

- on, such person was ordered to tai-o +v , * 

** » itelshsd his questionin t ~ "° nt ' 

advanced line. The number in this thm ”" * 

proved to be a frights ™ <* «~ 

attributed to it ln « ’ ^ ^ 1111 

riven to superstition “ ^ «iT^ “ 

— - - -oral m son ^ 

sent were- _ - ~. lh ® r.anes of those 


Ilian 




:er.ry, and Allen Isner. 

•' e ub.Lie at the time attributed these arrests to Harris's 
Intense hatred of Southern sympathisers and his chagrin and anrer at 
Jac son's having reached the immediate vicinity of Beverly without 
his knowledge> and especially as Jackson had made announcement of 
his intended coming several months in advance; all cf v/hich Harris 
realized constituted a severe reflection upon the commander of the 
post in not having been more alert, and in allowing himself to be 
this surprised; and which, but for the raiscarraiage of Jackson’s 
orders to Colonel Dunn, would have resulted in the probable capture 
of himself and Ms entire command; and also, the further fact that 
Jackson had succeeded in withdrawing his troops and escaping without 
material loss, all of which was intensified b3 r the rebuke and crit¬ 
icism administered by General Averill, his superior officer. Averill 
being a T.’est Point graduate, had no special admiration for civilian 
army officers like Karris. 

There is little doubt that Harris was smarting under Averill's 
criticisms, and especially as Averill attributed Ms own failure 
to defeat, if not to capture, Jackson's command to Harris's fail¬ 
ure to notify him (Averill) in time. Averill, in his official 
report, says: "Had Colonel Harris furnished me with timely warn¬ 
ing of the approach of the enemy, I should have killed, captured, 
or dispersed his entire command. As it was, he received but a 
slight lesson." - 

Later, on several occasions, most strenuous efforts were 
naie to obtain the release of these men from Port Delaware, where 
they were dying like sheep. 


The public generally knew they were 











innocent of any chor G e; a numbe> . r ., _ 

but all _ ^ ‘'" Cn v;ore influential men; 

- oil efforts were without avail until v - - ,, 

had died in prison n , ***ar half af them 

. , ' Bh “ finally «* ^.'ivors, seven in number, 

* * ^ ’ ° ne ° f th “- Csnaen, «*d before reaching 

* M ' 6hW? - ?hi11 " Isn <— died a fen days after reaching home. 

_ ' J_C " Cl1 aI ' <! JOlB1 Cr ° uoh died very soon afterwards. The three 
sjtm.oi.,, bnarles Russell, Thomas 3. Caplin.-er, and C-eorge 

■’■iRlinrer, were so broken in health as to suffer from the effects 
Cl- their incarceration and treatment to the day of their demise. 

Harris had, prior to the war, been a country doctor, prac¬ 
ticed m Ritchie County (nor,- 'Jest Virginia) and later, located in 
-ienville in the same State. After he became identified with the 
Vnion cause, he became intensely partisan, m those days intense 
partisanship was the stepping-stone, for many, to promotion. Harris 
had risen to the ran): of colonel of the loth Virginia (.federal) 

Regiment, as stated. (Phis regiment contained many good men, and 

many who detested :T rn--i 5 t_t. . 

'• - ~ s ^popularity was such that while 

stationed at --everlp, he v:as shot at one night by some of r er- 
-ent, one bullet passing through his whiskers. Of this I * 
-erred by one of Ms commissioned officers. fitted to the rank 

iJ t *** " ** - exalts* ' 

” ^ that **» « appointment oa: , with it 

* TOB Stetl ™ ea «* Overly, a long time Having - 
desuot Wo -avmy -he power of a 

P ^ ne Was nuch beaded, especially as he SGGMft * 
rive a Wm- ' “ s *^ e Seenea ever ready to 

Rilling ear to the unreliable and dtsreputabl* who „ * 

hta "ith tales about t’-ei- net , • “ ... broached 

- - ~ and irnnr^ L IT: ^ ^ ~*** ^ 

— - - ~ - recall ^ * 

017 » and 1 presume it is equally 

























